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RICHMOND & DISTRICT DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

November 2014 Newsletter 

November 2014 

Dear Members 

Firstly, on behalf of you all, I would like to thank Heather Montford for her time as 

Chairman and for her guiding the Society so well.  I am so grateful that we will continue 

to benefit from Heather's knowledge and experience as she is staying on as Vice 

Chairman with a special interest in Young Arts and Heritage Volunteering. 

Lectures, study days and visits 

Since taking over as Chairman in July we have had three very good lectures, two 

excellent visits and a brilliant study day.  The next two visits are to the Clothworkers' 

Centre and to Sotheby's and both have been very oversubscribed.  The Committee has 

discussed at length what to do about that in future and has decided that visits will be 

repeated wherever possible if they are oversubscribed and that ballots will be held for 

oversubscribed visits that cannot be repeated.  This seems to be a fair way of handling it. 

Tours 

Some years ago we organised tours for members like other Societies do but they fell 

away.  I am pleased to announce that the Committee has decided to resurrect them.  We 

have chosen a specialist travel agent and they advise that we should not take our first 

trip until September 2015 as it all takes time to put everything in place.  That does seem 

rather a long time to wait but we think it best to we stick with their advice.   

Our first visit will be to Liverpool in September 2015 and perhaps Norfolk in May 2016.  

Details of the Liverpool trip are enclosed or will be emailed separately. 

I have been on other NADFAS tours as a guest, both in the UK and abroad, and they 

have always been well organised and great fun.  I do hope that our own will be well 

supported. 

If you are a single traveller and would be happy to share a room in order to avoid the 

single room supplement please do contact me and I will put you in touch with others 

who are in the same boat. 

Charitable status 

It is stating the obvious that we are a member society of NADFAS.  NADFAS has 

charitable status not because it organises lectures, study days, trips and visits but 

because it is involved with church recording, church trails, heritage volunteering and 
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Young Arts.  We have sponsored Young Arts projects in the past and we will continue to 

do so but our record of supporting the other charitable activities has not been good.  In 

the past we have appealed for volunteers but without much success.  The Committee 

sees this as a challenge.  Please do contact Heather or me if you have any expertise, links 

or enthusiasm in this area. 

We have some good ideas about Young Arts and are going to see whether we can liaise 

even more closely than we do already with artsrichmond.  They have some projects on the 

go and we may be able to support them.  We might even have an Arts Prize and/or a 

Photographic Prize.  It's early days. 

Heritage Volunteering 

This could involve being a guide at a local stately home but is more likely to be a 

member working on a special project at an institution.  For example Heather is helping 

on a project at the Records Office in Kew making sure that records are properly 

catalogued before they are digitised. 

We think that we should be able to generate more interest from members and more 

involvement if we identify a local, finite project that can be finished in a limited time and 

if we work in a team so that nobody feels isolated.  The team will generate enthusiasm 

and, upon completion, we move on to the next project.  Well, that's the idea.  The first 

thing to do is identify a project and that's what the Committee will do. 

Socials 

Catherine and Maurice Parry-Wingfield were the founder Chairman and founder 

Treasurer of the Society and they have very kindly offered to host a buffet lunch for us in 

their lovely home in Montpelier Row, Twickenham on Saturday 7 February 2015.  An 

application form is enclosed or attached.  Montpelier Row is next door to Marble Hill 

Park.  There is some parking nearby but it's very easy to get to on public transport - 

either take any bus on the Richmond to Twickenham High Street route or it's a 10-

minute walk from St Margaret's Station.  

Then next summer Jenny and I will hold an informal barbecue in our garden in St 

Margaret's.  The provisional date is Sunday 14 June 2015.  Details will follow. 

Please pencil both of these dates in your diaries. 

The enclosed application forms 

Enclosed or attached are application forms for three visits and the next study day.  

Payment by bank transfer is absolutely fine but, if you do pay by bank transfer, please 

would you remember to complete an application form and send it to the visit or study 

day organiser.  If you don't, you may fall down a crack and find that your application 
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has not been processed.  Please also remember that payments are not refundable unless a 

visit or study day is full and a replacement can be found. 

The Committee 

We have a wonderful, enthusiastic and friendly committee but it is just a fact of life that 

committee members move on. 

In the past we have asked for members to put themselves forward for what is hardly an 

onerous job - there are only five committee meetings a year - but hardly anyone has.  I'm 

not sure what to do about it yet.  Do you have any thoughts?  We are particularly 

looking for a Treasurer. 

Communication 

We want to improve communication within the Society.  We want members to feel more 

involved.  The new website has generated a lot of interest but, in the main, the 

information there is static.  The Latest News section is helpful but I don't know how 

many members look at it - probably not many.  We are starting a Facebook page (more 

about that later) but perhaps it's unclear whether it will be of any interest to our 

demographic.  

What we are going to do is to set aside 10 minutes before each lecture for somebody to 

say something.  It could be me telling you about some plans for the future, it could be a 

member telling us about their project, perhaps a Young Artist telling us about how they 

have been helped by Society funding, perhaps the Chief Executive of NADFAS.  We will 

start it off on the evening of the February lecture.  Let's see how it goes. 

Membership 

At the end of our financial year-end on 30 June 2014 we had 276 members.  We now have 

262, a drop of 14.  We have 20 new members but 34 members have not yet renewed their 

membership.  We still have a very healthy number of members but more would do us no 

harm at all.  The best way of gaining new members is of course through word of mouth 

so please do mention RADFAS to all your friends.  Bring them along as a guest for a 

taster lecture - just £5, refundable on joining.   

We do not have a waiting list and we offer a reduced membership fee for anybody who 

joins part way through the year.  The latest application form is always on the website, or 

contact Jenny. 
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Finances 

Last year's accounts showed that we have a healthy cash balance and the Committee is 

seeing how best to spend part of it sensibly.  We have to be careful though, particularly 

in view of the increased charge for using Duke Street Church for our lectures.  The fee 

used to be £140 per lecture but that has increased to £420 per lecture.  Over a full year 

that's an increase of £2,800 for our 10 lectures which is very significant.  Indeed it has 

eaten up all the extra membership fees that we have received so far as a result of 

increasing the annual membership fee.  We do not need to panic but we do need to be 

careful. 

December drinks 

As has become a bit of a tradition we will be offering free drinks and nibbles after the 

next lecture on Tuesday 2 December as an early Christmas celebration and I do hope that 

you will all be able to be there. 

On that note may I please send you the Committee's early best wishes for a very happy 

Christmas and New Year. 

Thank you for your support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard Lebus 

Chairman 

 

 

 


