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RICHMOND & DISTRICT DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

February 2016 Newsletter 

 

Dear Members 

I attach or enclose application forms for the events that will take place in April to June 

2016.  Please note that the date of the visit to Westminster School has changed to 7 April 

2016 which is one week earlier than previously announced.  The visit is limited to 32 

people, one group at 11am and the other at 2pm. There is then a separate application 

form for the visit at 3.30pm on the same day to Westminster Abbey Library which 

unfortunately is restricted to 20 people. 

Another change is that the visit to Ditchling Museum and St Mary's House has been 

postponed to make way for a one-off opportunity to visit Chevening House Garden and 

the Chagall stained glass windows at nearby Tudeley Church on Thursday 16 June 2016.  

Chevening is the country home of the Foreign Secretary and this is the first year that the 

garden has been open to the public. We will be the very first group to go there.  Now 

that's a coup for Richmond DFAS!  It's going to be a splendid day. 

All our visits are liable to be subject to ballots. 

I am very sad to tell you that our member, Mrs Tilly Odell, has died.  Our thoughts are 

with her friends and family. 

  

 
Visit to The Foundling 

Hospital 
 

 

 
 

 

The Online Survey 

We had 65 replies to our online survey and I would like to thank all of you who 

completed it.  The first thing that we have implemented is to have more people signing 

members in on lecture evenings and to have people there specifically assigned to meet 

and greet new members so they feel welcome.  We have arranged meetings of those who 

are interested either in marketing or in choosing the subjects for lectures, visits and 



- 2 - 
 

study days, and we will shortly be following up with those who expressed interest in 

church trails, volunteering and young arts. 

Email addresses 

87% of our members have registered their email addresses with us and that is how we 

communicate with them.  However our last email (which was about a bobble hat left in 

Duke Street Church) was only opened by 65% of those to whom the email was sent.  

There's a message there.... 

AGM 

We are required to give good notice of the AGM so please accept this as Notice that it 

will be held at Duke Street Church, Richmond at 7.30pm on Tuesday 5 July 2016 before 

the 8pm lecture.  The agenda for the meeting is (1) Apologies for absence, (2) Minutes of 

the last AGM, (3) Matters arising, (4) Treasurer's Report, (5) Chairman's Report, (6) 

Appointment of the Auditor, (7) Reports from the Officers, (8) Election of the Committee, 

and (9) Any other business.  Drinks and nibbles will be served after the lecture and I 

hope that you will all be able to be there. 

  

 
 

 
Visit to Charles Dickens' 

House 
 

 

Jubilee-time 

It seems that it's time for Jubilees!  Richmond DFAS was formed in 1976 so we will 

celebrate our 40th anniversary this autumn.  Arts Richmond is marking their 50th 

anniversary with various "Golden Thread" events.  Then it will be NADFAS's own 50th 

anniversary in 2018. We are liaising with Arts Richmond and with NADFAS to help 

them celebrate their anniversaries.  I am sure there will be more news about that later. 

Trips 

Our trip to Liverpool last September was a tremendous success and the new Tailored 

Travel brochure includes a nice photo of some members outside Speke Hall.  Our next 

trip is to Norfolk in May which is now full.  There are 35 members going so it has proved 

a popular choice.   
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Our first foreign trip is to Seville and Cordoba in September 2016.  There are still some 

places available but please do not leave it too long if you are interested in coming along.  

The brochure and booking form is on the website at http://goo.gl/5WXvkN and is 

available on every lecture evening or by phoning Jenny Lebus. 

 

 
  

Kneller Hall 

 
 

Kneller Hall 

We have started our first volunteering project which is to clean and catalogue the 

historic musical instrument collection at Kneller Hall in Whitton.  It's the headquarters of 

the Royal Military School of Music.  We are working on this project with Chiswick DFAS 

and we are looking for further projects now that so many members have expressed an 

interest in volunteering in the Online Survey  

A surprise? 

Have a look at https://goo.gl/PNaqZx, log in or register, and tell me what you think. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

Richard Lebus  

Chairman 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Waddesdon Bequest 
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