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RICHMOND & DISTRICT DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

June 2016 Newsletter 

 

Dear Members 

August visit - please note the tight deadline 

I attach the application form for our August visit to Frogmore House and Savill Garden 

in Windsor Great Park.  We have to submit the initial block booking two months in 

advance so please get your application form in by Thursday 23 June if you want to go.  

We may be able to add additional names after that date. 

Membership renewal 

I also attach the membership renewal form for the next year to June 2017 and you will be 

glad to see that we are keeping the subscription at £40 single, £75 double for the second 

year running.  This will result in us making a loss but that is fine as our reserves are 

rather too high (as has been mentioned at previous AGMs).  If your contact details have 

not changed, you don't actually need to complete the form; just send Jenny a cheque or 

do a bank transfer.  You will however need to send her a stamped addressed envelope if 

you want to receive the programme card by post but you can always pick one up on 

lecture evenings. 

                
                    Visit to Waddesdon Bequest at the British Museum                                        Study Day on Modern Gardens 

Annual General Meeting 

The AGM will be held at 7.30pm before the lecture on Tuesday 5 July 2016 so please 

arrive early for a pre-lecture drink.  We will serve free nibbles and drinks after the AGM.  

Formal notice of the AGM was given in the last newsletter - suffice it to say that it's the 

same agenda as usual.  Please get in touch with me if you'd like to join the committee. 
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August lecture 

As I am sure you know by now, we have decided to have a lecture in August.  At the 

moment it's just a trial to see whether it's well attended.  If it is (and I'm sure it will be) it 

will become a regular addition to our programme of events.  The extra cost of the lecture 

is about £650 for the venue hire and the lecturer which is the reason that I expect next 

year's accounts to show a loss.  We will keep it all under review over the coming months 

and years.   

Annual review 

I would like to thank all the committee members who have worked so studiously over 

the past year to provide an exciting and varied programme of events and also those 

committee members who are involved behind the scenes with Young Arts, Church 

Trails, marketing, drafting the minutes, and keeping the books and membership records 

up to date.  We couldn't survive without them.  We have people to take over as and 

when committee members retire as they will one day and I have to say that we are a very 

happy group. 

As in past years we have enjoyed 10 lectures, 10 visits and 3 study days, and new this 

year have been our trips to Liverpool and Norfolk, our first Church Trail and our first 

volunteering project.  We also joined in Arts' Richmond's 50th anniversary celebrations 

by exhibiting a poster at their Golden Thread exhibition and Heather Montford, Jenny 

and I each read sonnets at their Shakespeare 154 event when 154 people read his 154 

sonnets in the Coach House at Orleans House Gallery on 23 April 2016 which was the 

400th anniversary of Shakespeare's death.  Our founder Chair, Catherine Parry-

Wingfield, also read a sonnet wearing her hat as Chair of Turner's House Trust.  It has 

been a very busy and successful year. 

         
Visit to Westminster School and Westminster Abbey Library 

Trips 

Our second trip was to Norfolk last month.  35 of us had a brilliant time visiting two 

cathedrals, five houses and the stained glass museum at Ely Cathedral.  The highlight of 

the trip for me was Sandringham House and garden.  Our first overseas trip is to Spain 

http://www.turnerintwickenham.org.uk/
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in September.  We have 14 takers which is fewer than I had hoped for but we will have a 

great trip anyway.  We will soon be deciding where the next UK trip will be to in May 

2017. 

   
                            Ely Cathedral and the Stained Glass Museum                                         Norwich Cathedral 

Kneller Hall 

Since January a small team from RADFAS has been working with Chiswick DFAS to 

catalogue the musical instrument collection at Kneller Hall in Whitton, the headquarters 

of the Royal Military School of Music. 

A piece has been written for the NADFAS magazine which includes the following 

words.  "The tasks were to clean and repack the instruments and then add the details to a 

database giving the instrument's name and condition.  The volunteers devised a shelf 

numbering system so that it would be easy to retrieve the instruments.  The fun of the 

project was that they never quite knew what they were going to discover.  There were 

fifes a plenty, French horns, flutes, recorders and trumpets.  The volunteers made their 

own fun and sometimes worked to rousing band music, played on a gramophone that 

one of the volunteers brought along." 

Young Arts 

We have made a significant donation to support the Tweet Tweet project for primary 

school children in Richmond Borough.  The children have to draw or create in some way 

an imaginary bird and explain where it lives and what its special characteristics are.  

Their work will be displayed at Orleans House Gallery from 16 June to 7 August.  Do go 

along and have a look.  It's a very good cause and I am sure that the exhibition will be as 

original and as enjoyable as last year's Beep Beep project which we also supported. 

Church Trail 

We are in the final throes of completing our first Church Trail for St Mary Magdalene 

Church which is the parish church in Richmond.  A Church Trail is a question sheet that 

guides children and accompanying adults round a church and encourages them to 
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engage with the architecture, history and furnishings.  Ann Saunders has spent a 

considerable amount of time researching and writing the questions and the 

corresponding answer sheets.  The aim is to encourage 8-12 year olds and their families 

to learn about the building and inspire them to visit and enjoy other churches. 

                    
         Visit to Shaw's Corner and his Nobel Prize Citation and Oscar                                       St Paul's Walden Bury 

New members 

Our members are the lifeblood of the Society of course and it's important that we keep 

our membership numbers up in order to support our events and activities.  It has 

consistently been shown that the most frequent reason for new members joining is 

personal recommendation by an existing member so you have an important rôle.  Please 

would you mention us to every friend and contact who might be interested in arts in its 

widest sense and encourage them to join or at least come along for a taster lecture.  At £5 

for a taster lecture and just £40 for a full year it really is tremendous value for money and 

you get a £5 voucher for introducing them!  

I look forward to seeing you shortly. 

Yours sincerely 

Richard Lebus  

Chairman 

 

       
                    Oxburgh Hall                                              Holkham Hall                                Sandringham House Gardens 
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The Norfolk Group at Holkham Hall 

 

 

                     
                   Felbrigg Hall                                                                        Blickling Hall and gardens 

 


